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Peace Pals with Hijab are ready for delivery to Saudi Arabia. 
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our mission 

Create and deliver handcrafted items to adults and children 
worldwide. 

 

our vision 

Everyone lives in hope, comfort, and peace. 

 

"We appreciate your mission and are glad these items 
will be used around the world. Thank you!"  

– Linda Eichengreen and Village Hill Knitters, 
Northampton MA 

A student in Aurora CO shares his gratitude.  

 

Children and families receive 
 hats and Peace Pals in Kenya. 
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overview  

 

With your generous and creative help, we: 
 Supported over 15,570 people in 10 countries with warm handmade items. 
 Celebrated our 15th Anniversary, with awards and guest speakers including our 

founder, Rev. Susan McKee, at a fun online Gala!  
 Added new members to our Board of Directors and committees, working steadily 

to increase diverse professional and social experience in our organization. 
 Reached milestones of service: 200,000 + people served and items received since 

our founding in 2006! 
 Gathered in three lively online events to connect and support our nationwide 

network.  
 Launched our YouTube channel to showcase events and offer crafting tutorials. 
 Expanded the variety of items we make and deliver in response to community 

needs. 
 Met our fundraising goals and expanded our financial sustainability.  

 
All while navigating year two of the pandemic! 

 

We reached 200,000+ people served! 

Each year, Knitting4Peace brings handmade items to people across the world, 
offering much needed warmth and comfort. Thanks to everyone who made and 
delivered handcrafted items in 2021 and for your generous financial support. You’re 
making a difference, one stitch at a time! 
 

Warm best wishes, 

 

Mary Ellen Garrett 

Executive Director  
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"Thank you to Knitting4Peace for stopping by our Edgewater 
affordable living community and for donating 90 blankets, 
scarves and hats for our residents to use! We’re glad you 
decided to donate your 200,000th item to us. Your 
donations will help keep our residents warm this winter!"  

– Brothers’ Redevelopment, Edgewater, Colorado 

 



  

5  
  

deliveries 

 

“Thank you for all the good work you continue to do, and you 
allow us to do.”  

– Marie-Elisabeth Clark and St. Didacus Peace Pod,  
San Diego CA 
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17 international deliveries, in 9 countries, serving 2,106 people.  

Guatemala Mexico Saudi Arabia 

Kenya (4)  Pakistan (2) Sierra Leone 

Malawi (3) Peru Zimbabwe (3) 

 

 

Knitting4Peace deliveries in 9 countries. 

One of four deliveries to Kenya in 2021. 
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items delivered 

Peace Pals: 3,178 

Adult Hats: 2,353 

Scarves: 2,326 

Youth Hats: 2,030 

Mittens: 1,226 

Baby Blankets: 1,045 

Baby Hats: 1,021 

Washcloths: 967 

Baby Booties: 231 

Preemie Hats: 234 

Baby Bibs: 209 

Shawls: 207 

Quilted Sleeping Mats: 121 

Preemie Hats: 95 

Large Blankets: 12 

Miscellaneous: 546  

 

Total: 15,570 

We added and delivered two new items in response to 

community partners’ requests: Peace Pals with Hijab and 

Finger Puppets. 

 

 

Peace Pals with Hijab. 

Joanie Walker, Interfaith Peace Pod, shows off her 
Finger Puppets. 
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peace pods 

There were 135 Peace Pods in 2021. 

Arizona Indiana (3) New Jersey (3) South Carolina 

Arkansas (2) Kansas New Mexico Tennessee 

California (5) Maryland (6) New York (24) Texas (4) 

Colorado (21) Massachusetts (4) North Carolina Vermont 

Connecticut Michigan (3) Ohio (7) Virginia (5) 

Florida (5) Missouri (2) Oklahoma Washington 

Georgia Montana (2) Pennsylvania (15) West Virginia 

Illinois (5) New Hampshire (2) Rhode Island Ontario, CAN (3) 

Ravelry (online) 

 

Welcome to the new Peace Pods formed in 2021: 

Bloomington, Indiana 

KnitWits, Denver CO 

Serenity Stitchers, Lakewood CO 

Fancy Tiger, Denver CO 

Welcome also to these Peace Pods 
formed in 2020*: 

Albuquerque, NM 

Broomfield, CO 

Phoenix, AZ 

* not listed in our 2020 Annual Report. 

 

Nora Oerhle with the Serenity Stitchers 
Peace Pod drops off some items.  
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annual income and expenses 
 
Individual donations continue to be our largest source of support. We more than 
doubled the Show of Hands monthly donor program, with a very generous incentive gift 
of $100 from the Schrader Family Fund for each new monthly donor who joined in 
2021.  
 

We more than doubled the Show of Hands program. 

 
We launched a new line of clothing 
merchandise through the online vendor 
Bonfire. Bonfire handles the shipping, and 
there’s no up-front cost to us. Our first 
item, launched in November, met with a 
hearty response. 
 
Sources of financial support: 

 Individuals  

 Peace Pods 

 Faith Communities 

 Merchandise:  

 Tote bags 

 Peace Pal kits 

 Greeting cards 

 Clothing 

 Events:  

 Show Us Some Love, February 

 A Stitch in Time: 15th Anniversary Gala, June 

 Zen and the Art of Stitching: Craftivism and Wellness, September 

 

“K4P is truly such a special organization, and really helps those 
giving as much as those receiving!”  

– Dorothy Peticolas, Denver CO  



 

10 
 

 



  

11  
  

annual income and expenses, continued 

 

Students at Vaughn Elementary in Aurora CO 
are thankful for a delivery of hats, scarves, 
mittens and Peace Pals.   
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"I just want to let you know that the prayer shawl (from 
Knitting4Peace) that Elizabeth and the Denver Health Chaplains 
gave me when my brother died in August is a great comfort. I put 
it on every morning while I pray. It feels like God is hugging 
me. It is very beautiful, and I feel very blessed to have it. You do 
a great ministry. Peace and God bless!"   

– Sue Gomez, Denver CO 

 

 

This Peace Pal will be delivered to a child in Sonora, Mexico.  
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2021 knitting4peace staff, board, and committees 

Staff 

Mary Ellen Garrett, Executive Director 

Marissa Isch, Administrative Assistant and 
Deliveries and Shipments Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

Board of Directors  

Angela Bakas  

Susanne Bryan (through February) 

Darlene Danyo, Treasurer and 

Secretary 

Maddie Kremer (joined in June) 

Pam Leder 

Julie Meyers 

Carrie Richardson, Board Chair 

Amener Williams (joined in May) 

 

Clockwise from top: Marissa Isch, 
Maddie Kremer, and Amener 
Williams are all new to K4P in 2021. 
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Communications Committee 

Mary Ellen Garrett 

Kim Harris 

Marissa Isch 

Carrie Richardson, Chair 

Joan Richardson 

 

Fundraising Committee 

Darlene Danyo 

Mary Ellen Garrett 

Marissa Isch 

Maddie Kremer 

Pam Leder, Chair 

Carrie Richardson 

Joan Richardson 

Linda Siderius 

 

Racial Justice Committee 

Angela Bakas, Chair 

Mary Ellen Garrett 

Rosie Guadarrama 

Julie Meyers 

Hannah Pickworth 

Amener Williams 

 

 

Girls in Pakistan are all smiles with their new Peace Pals with 
Hijab. 

Mattie Haney’s NICU baby is comfortable on this 
adorable quilt from Knitting4Peace, Denver CO.
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donors 

$5,000+ 

Schrader Family Fund, Rev. Lisa and Randy Schrader  
Cynda Collins Arsenault 

$1,000-2,499 

Green Heron Fund, Community Foundation of Collier County FL 
Carolyn Balmer 
Kathleen Bush 
Mary Ellen Garrett 
Pam Leder 
Julie Meyers and David Keller 
Larry Ricketts 
Linda Siderius 
Rev. Kathryn B. Smith 

$500-999 

First Unitarian Society of Denver CO 
 
Louden Family Foundation,  

Becka Louden 
 
Perinton Presbyterian Church,  

Fairport NY 
 
Sansone-Meyers Family Fund 
 
Sisters of St. Louis Monaghan 
 
*monthly donor 

Anonymous 

Susanne Bryan 

Babbie (Harriet) Cameron 

Darlene Danyo 

Mary Sue Ittner 

Dean and Dory McFail 

Rebecca (Becki) Sander 

 

        

 

“We all cherish the opportunity to 
have a part in this pastoral ministry 
as we share what we have created 
with others.” 

 – Rev. Katy Smith, St. Martin’s in the 
Pines Knitting Group, Birmingham AL 
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$250-499 

The Community Foundation of Western 

North Carolina, Peggy Newell 

 

Interfaith Peace Pod, Denver CO,  

Julie Meyers and Arna Caplan 

 

VI Peace Pod, Highlands Ranch CO,  

Channie Peters 

 

Anonymous 

Ingrid Anderson 

Angela Bakas 

Patricia Bixby 

William Braden 

Arna Caplan 

Holly Chapman 

Andrew and Naomi Cohen 

Sandra K. Correu 

Nicole Emerson 

Marjorie Flathers 

Lynn and Richard Friesen 

 

Barbara Gingrich 

Sue Ann Glusencamp 

Carole Green 

Marissa Isch 

Grace Karschner 

Marla Kauffman 

Mary Ann Kundtz 

Clarice Laubenheimer 

Leah McFail 

Dorothy Peticolas 

Florence Philips 

Wallace and Hannah Pickworth 

Carrie Richardson 

Joan Richardson 

Kristen Rozansky 

Pat and Sharon Scott 

Billie Smith 

Claire and Allen Wilcox 

Sandra Wulf 

Leslie Yelland 

 

*monthly donor 

 

 

 

 

“We are grateful for all of the work that you do for the 
people of the world in these precarious times and are truly 
blessed to be a part of it.” 

– Susan Weaver, Sacred Stitches Peace Pod,  
Elmira Presbyterian Church, Elmira NY 
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donors, continued 

$100-249 

Augustana Lutheran Peace 
Pod, Denver CO, Sue Ann 
Glusenkamp 

Bates Account via Fidelity 
Charitable 

Anonymous (7) 
Marc and Gretchen Alston 
Alice and Marc Applebaum 
Katherine Bakas 
Linda Biscoe 
Lois Camphausen 
Maggy Cara 
Joan Cohen 
Bonnie Collins 
Ann Cuthbertson 
Michelle Cuthbertson 
Ella Davis 
Linda Deebel 
Betsy Disharoon 
Arran Dolan 
Sarah B. Doty 
Doug and Shirley Dundas 
Annemarie Edmundowicz 
Susan Falbo 
Elizabeth Fallavollita 
Sandy and Terry Fish 
Verna Gibson 
Doreen Gould 
Beverly Goundard-Spry 
Nancy Green 
Paula Sue Gudder 
Mary Ann Guilinger 
Mary Gutelius 
Caryn Hanson 
JoAnne Harding 
Kathleen Harrison 
Anita Hawkins 
Pamela and Richard 

Hennessey 
Mary (Liz) Hudson 
Brenda Huston 
Lois and Gary Ingham 
 

Amy Koch 
S.M. (Suzanne) Lansang 
Doris Larson 
Carol and Allen Lewandowski 
Tracy Logan 
Carolyn Maddox 
Janet Mahler 
Eloise May and Jack Unruh 
Deborah L. McCloud 
Joan Monk 
Kim Moultney 
Christy Murphy 
Shirley Naughton 
Stephanie Nelson 
Barbara Olander 
Annette Orella 
Kathy Partridge 
Elizabeth Pexton 
Zachary Price 
Jessica Purcel 
Jane Puzine 
Sharyl Ritschel 
Janet Schutte 
Maria Pia Seirup 
Nancy Shock 
Deborah Silverman 
Lynn Simpson 
Barbara Snook 
Carol Spensley 
Elisabeth Spiegelberg 
Grace Stohs 
Loise Thibodaux 
Joan Walker 
Sheila Wallace 
Rebecca Wattles 
Glenn Wattley 
Susan Wofford 
*monthly donor 

 

Benevity Community Impact 
Fund 

Community First Foundation 

 

Colorado Nurses Association  

Knitting in the Spirit Peace 
Pod, Chapel Hill/Durham 
NC, Claire B. Wilcox 

Knitting4Peace Board of 
Directors 

Mountain View Peace Pod, 
Aurora CO, Holly 
Chapman and Donna 
Palmer 

Presbyterian Women First 
Presbyterian Church, 
Mishawaka IN, Maryann 
Dentino 

Ravelry Peace Pod, 
Worldwide, Kim Harris 

Saturday Knitting Group, 
Denver CO, Linda 
Siderius 

Smithfield Women’s 
Fellowship, Pittsburgh 
PA, Ruth Keating and 
Ruth Brauchler 
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$5-99 

Nancy Baker Revocable Trust 
 

Dr. James and Carol Chimeto 
Charitable Trust 

 

First Congregational Church of 
Milton MA, Betsy Disharoon 

 

In Stitches Peace Pod, Lakewood 
and Littleton, CO, Claudia 
Pfannenstiel 

 

Lorraine Avenue Mennonite 
Church Peace Pod, Witchita 
KS, Barbara Gingrich 

 

Northminster Presbyterian Church 
Peace Pod, Kansas City MO, 
Sandra Correu 

 

St. Didacus Peace Pod, 
Sylmar CA, Marie Clark 

 

S. Shore Peace Pod, Duxbury MA, 
Cindy Fiorini and Terri 
Nickerson 

 

Anonymous (12) 
Nikki Jo Alber 
Carol Anderson 
Janet Anderson-Story 
Bob Angel 
Barbara Atkinson 
Mary M. Barnes 
Victoria Bauer 
Barbara Begian 
Martha Belcher 
Erin Bell 
Rhonda Bender 
Hadji Bensfield 
Lawrence Berger 
Dot Berggren 
Selma Bernstein 
Heidi Bird 
Heather Bistyga 
Donna Bleau 
Joanna Bliss  
Priscilla Blossom 
Janelle Braden 
Pamela J. Brown 
Bonita Bryant 

Paula Buhrow 
Lisa G. Burden 
Myra Caplan 
Dora and James Cash 
Karen Chavez 
Dianne Cherry 
Jane Lee Childs 
Sandra Chin 
Lia Christians 
Doug Clark 
Sarah Clark 
Irene Clurman 
Bridget Collin Sullivan 
Catherine Comstock 
Shirley and Leroy Crawford 
Patricia Crew 
Shirley Cribbs 
Kathleen Cronan 
Linda Crowder 
Paul Cuthbertson 
Jessica Danyo 
Catherine Dart 
Linda and Bob Davidson 
Elaine Davis 
Margaret DeLany 
Marcella DeLuca 
Sarah Denman 
Linda Dey 
Kelli Dillin 
Lisa Drover 
Mary Durbin Shopnitz 
Lois Edmund 
Emily and Joe Eikelberner 
Margaret Eldredge 
Diane Elias 
Susan Elliot 
John Evans-Klock 
Lindsay Ex 
Cindy Ladd Fiorini 
Ellie Falherty 
Janet Forbes 
Julie-Ann Fortran 
Charlie Fuerbringer 
Liesl Gaesser 
Celine Garrett 
Paul Garrett 
Toni Gauthier Dickey 
Arlan and Ken Gerhardt 
 

Sarah Giffen  
Daren Gross 
Abbie Groves 
Marcia Hall 
Kathy Halverson 
Susan Halvorsen 
Peggy Hammond 
Cindy Harris 
Ginger Harris  
Kim Harris 
Carol Heltenberg 
Lisa Hilleary 
Annette Hoeber 
Virginia Hoffman 
Patricia Holmstrom 
Sally Hoople 
Mandy Horn 
Linda Houseman 
Maxine Hovencamp 
Sandra Jacobson 
Priscilla Jeffery 
Jennifer Jelinek 
Christine Jennison 
Nancy Ann Johnson 
Patricia Johnson 
Halley Jonas 
Elizabeth Jones 
Frances Jones 
Mary Ann and Carol Keller 
Marty Kelly 
Patricia Kelly 
Choon Kim 
Barbara Kizis 
Teresa Kliegerman 
Martha Viola Klug 
Sheila Kowal 
Jack and Diane Kreider and Family 
Toni Kring 
Jane Kronenwetter 
Monica and Dan Krygowski 
Chris and Geoff Landry 
Lora Langston 
Janet Larson 
Sally Lavine 
Hope Law 
Ellen Leahy-Pile 
Joan Levy 
Lois Lovgren 

*monthly donor 

"To be perfectly frank, knitting for this beautiful organization has really gotten me 
through the pandemic and all the depressing things that have come from it. I knit every 
day, and this gives me a purpose for my craft. I love doing it. Thank you for all you 
do. We truly do have such an amazing community!”  –Heidi Bird, Falconer, NY 
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donors, continued 

$5-99 

Jane MacDonald 
Lynn Macewen 
Debbie MacGilvray  
Carole Maclean 
Jen Mahoney 
Lillian Malkus 
Mary Malpezzi 
Kathleen Marsh 
Mary Mason 
Eileen McCarron 
Ryan McGuire 
Amy McHose 
Patricia McLoughlin 
Kevin McTernan 
P R Sipes Metzler 
Maggie Miller 
Trisha Monroe 
Marianne Morrison 
Nancy Morton 
Maureen Mrizek 
Sara Jo Jo Muir 
Terri Nickerson 
Linda Nix 
Janet Olsen 
Carol O’Neill 
Dan Palmer 
Suzanne Palmer 
Deborah Patterson 
Barbara Pergander 
Channie Peters 
Janice Peters 
Jerry Peters 
Penelope Peterson 

 
     

Kathy Pfalzgraff 
Claudia Pfannenstiel 
Mellon Piper 
Sidney Polan  
Carol Poleski 
Mary Pond Duell 
Andrea Powers 
Alby Quinlan 
Paula Read  
Ellen Reath  
Patricia Remer 
Diane Reynolds 
Paul Richardson 
J. R. Robinson 
Lucy Roinestad 
Hedy Russo  
Patricia Sanders 
Carol Sarché 
Ann Sarg 
Kari Schultz 
Janet Schutte 
Sieglinde Schwinge 
Tracy Scott 
Lisa Seaman 
Marilyn Seguin 
Margaret Shepherd 
Sarah Shoff 
Alexandra Siwulec 
Martha Sloven 
Esther Smail 
Varia Sonersen 
Joyce Soule 
Palaua Sparacino 

 
 
 

Barbara Stevenson 
Kay Stevenson 
Mary Alice Stoltzfus 
Ruthann Stover 
Linda Suda 
Mary Tagge 
Anne Theobald 
Stephanie Thielen 
Maye Thompson 
Shirley Timashev 
Linda Todd 
Carol Toffoli 
Linda Tyler 
Edith Ullman 
Carol Vadnai 
Judy Van Tilburg 
Patricia Vaughan 
Reema Wahdan 
Janet Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ward 
Victoria Waterbury 
Janis Weeks 
Jessica Wilber 
Romilda Wilder 
Alice Wilson 
Grace Wingard 
Kerry Wittwer 
Carolyn Yoss 
 

*monthly donor 

From left: Lillian Malkus, CT; Palaua Sparacino and 
Nora Oehrle, Serenity Stitchers, CO; Linda Houseman, 
NC. 
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"The blankets, booties and hats 
are such a wonderful addition to 
our orientation boxes. They're 
always beautiful, colorful and 
warm. Our participants always 
express how having something 
handmade is so valuable and 
meaningful. We're incredibly 
grateful for this partnership and 
to be able to get these beautiful 
items into the community!"  

– Guilia Chioetto, Project Coordinator, MotherWise Colorado, 
University of Denver, September 2021 

 

"We are so grateful to you for your support and care and love 
including these beautiful and lovingly made items in our baby bags, 
Parent Care Bags, and newborn kits. Thank you as well for taking 
such care in making sure everything is so well cared for i.e.: your 
last touched dates, etc. With so many children who are immuno-
compromised, this means so much to us and to our sweet families."  

– Jordan Sullivan, Volunteer Coordinator, There with Care 
Colorado, August 2021 

 

"Thank you for this wonderful 
ministry and for allowing us all the 
privilege of sharing in this holy 
work."  

– Rev. Katy Smith and St. 
Martin's in the Pines Knitting 
Group, Birmingham AL 

Mother and child enjoy their new Peace Pal with 
Hijab, in Pakistan.  


